
My dear friends in Christ,

 The history of Catholic education in our country has cer-

tainly changed over the years, but the mission has always been 

the same.

In the mid 1800’s it was expected that 

a Catholic school would be part of every 

Catholic parish. Education was valued as 

a way to assist immigrant families in par-

ticular to overcome many of the obstacles 

they faced. Parish schools could meet the 

unique needs of their members, including 

overcoming language and culture barriers, 

while remaining true to the mission to 

teach the faith. It was up to every Catholic to 

support Catholic education so that every Catholic family could 

send their children to parochial schools.

Catholics are no longer denied access to publicly funded 

schools, but their faith cannot enter into the dialogue in the 

classroom. For some families, religious education programs 

teach the faith separate from the school curriculum. Catholic 

schools are a valued choice by many families who seek a solid 

educational foundation while exercising the ability to learn 

about and practice their Catholic faith as part of each school 

day. Many of these families must make great financial sacri-

fices to exercise that option for their child’s future.
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Dear Benefactor,

I hope this greeting finds you and your family healthy 

and well.

This past year has been challenging in many ways for 

all of us, including our Catholic school community in the 

Diocese of Worcester. On March 16, Governor Baker closed 

all schools in the Commonwealth at the early stages of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Leading up to this event, Catho-

lic school leaders in the Diocese had been following the 

spread of the disease in other parts of the world and had 

developed virtual learning plans in the event of an out-

break closer to home. Little did we know that we would be 

implementing those plans just a few weeks later. 
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We cannot leave the financial 

burden of Catholic education on 

the shoulders of these families. Our 

schools struggle to meet even 20% of 

the demonstrated need for financial 

assistance.

The challenges of the coronavirus 

pandemic are more than enough 

for families to cope with during this 

school year, and for many of our 

families it has meant making very dif-

ficult decisions. Just as our schools 

continued in their mission during the 

Spanish flu in the early 1900’s, we continue to offer the best educa-

tion possible today during this pandemic.

Many of us owe the success we enjoy in life today to the excellent 

education we received in a Catholic school, particularly at the  

elementary and secondary level. Consider making the gift of a Catho-

lic education to a child who wants to attend – or continue to attend 

– one of our parochial or diocesan schools. Your donation to this  

appeal, made in a spirit of gratitude, can help make that wish a real-

ity for another child.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of a donation to this 

year’s Catholic Schools Appeal on the weekend of September 27. May 

God keep you and your loved ones safe during these uneasy times.

With every prayerful good wish, I remain

 Sincerely yours in Christ,

 

 Most Reverend Robert J. McManus

 Bishop of Worcester

ONLINE: 
schools.worcesterdiocese.org

HOW YOU CAN RESPOND:

“I think we’re blessed that the school has the 
space to do what they’re doing. The kids being 

around other kids – I think that’s a very  
important part. They pick up a lot from other 
kids … I went here (kindergarten-grade 8). …  

Now both my girls are here.”

– Michael Mahan, father of students at  
St. Leo Elementary School, Leominster

“We’re just happy to be back, 
thrilled to see their faces.”

 – Sandra Penniman,  
pre-kindergarten 4 teacher,  
St. Leo Elementary School,  

Leominster

“We’re hopeful, hopeful 
that everything’s going to 
be OK. She’s excited to be 

here. She’s been ready.”

– Dana Dame,  
mother of Natalia Dame, 
her pre-kindergartner at  

St. Leo Elementary School,  
Leominster 

How does it feel  
to be going back  

to school? 
“It feels good be-

cause we’ve been in  
quarantine so long.”

– Brandon Erhagbai,  
seventh-grader,  

St. Leo  
Elementary School,  

Leominster

BY MAIL: IN PARISH: The second collection 

at your parish or make a donation 
directly to the Catholic school of 
your choice.

In March 2020 when schools had to move to remote learning, 

our Catholic Schools had plans in place to have students in ef-

fective classes from the first week. In the fall of 2020, plans and 

protocols were in place for predominantly in-person learning at 

the elementary level and a hybrid model of in-person and at home 

classes at the secondary level. 

Experts concur that in-person learning is critical to effective 

education learning and Catholic Schools are committed to the 

best education possible even during this pandemic, while provid-

ing for the safety of students, teachers and staff.

SOLID FOUNDATION
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Send in the convenient envelope 
with your donation.

COMMITTED TO EDUCATION DURING A PANDEMIC

https://schools.worcesterdiocese.org/


   

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL 
FACTS

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE
Elementary and Middle School:

17 STUDENTS

High School:  

17 STUDENTS

Daily Attendance Rate:  

97%
High School 

Graduation Rate:  

100%

High School  
Graduates Attending 

4-year College: 

93%

Our educators immediately began delivering Catholic education 

to our students remotely. While it is our belief that there is no  

substitute for in-person learning, our charge to cultivate Catholic 

values in young people was more important than ever. Remote 

learning continued through the remainder of the school year. 

While time-honored traditions gave way to virtual Mass, holy 

hours, and graduations, the spirit of Catholic education and the 

focus on God remained at the forefront.

Summer months consisted of intensive planning as a better  

understanding of COVID-19 brought guidance from the Depart-

ment of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Department 

of Public Health for safely reopening schools. Detailed contingency 

plans were developed by each school that provided families with 

the assurance that schools would be prepared to provide an excel-

lent Catholic education, preferably in-person, but remotely as well, 

if need be.  In August, Catholic schools in the Diocese announced 

to families their intentions of reopening for in-person education 

with two schools deciding to do so on a limited basis.

While the Catholic schools are back educating our youngsters 

once again, the pandemic of 2020 has left its mark. Two Catholic 

schools in Worcester closed. Annual spring fund raising events 

had to be canceled. Expenses for personal protective equipment 

(PPE) such as face masks, hand sanitizers, cleaners, and other 

health and safety related devices further challenged school operat-

ing budgets. Layoffs, furloughs and business closings put families 

in position of relying on financial aid in order to make a Catholic 

education possible for their child.

This year’s Catholic Schools Appeal is more important than ever.  

I ask that you give generously and please keep Catholic schools –  

especially students, families and staff – in your prayers.

 

 All God’s blessings,

 

 David Perda, Ph.D.

 Superintendent of Schools

“I think it’s just a great way 
for them to get more  

structure and get back to 
a routine. I think it’s really 

important at this age.”

– Erica Grinkis,  
mother of Braedy Grinkis,  

a kindergartner at  
St. Anna Elementary School, 

Leominster

“I’m excited about going back.  
… I’m not worried.  

I might change my mind when they 
come and they’re coughing … I hope 

everything gets better and we don’t have 
to worry about this at all anymore.” 

–Sandra Lomme, pre-school aide,  
Trinity Catholic Academy, Southbridge

“Everybody hopes  
everything goes well.  

I’m excited that the kids 
are able to come  

back in person …  
more excited than  

normal. … 
I think there’ll be a lot  

of joy.”

– Karen Ehrhard,  
middle school religion and 

social studies teacher,  
Trinity Catholic Academy

COMMITTED TO EDUCATION DURING A PANDEMIC

“I’m excited that I get to see  
the kids again. …  

Renée (Legendre, principal) and ev-
eryone here have done a great job of 
making sure that we can come back 

safely. It’s definitely going  
to be different, but it’ll be good.  

We’ll figure it out.”

– Erika Scott, second-grade teacher,  
St. Anna Elementary School,  

Leominster

Courtesy of  The Catholic Free Press
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LEARN. LIVE. LOVE.
Catholic Schools help students to identify their role in the greater 
community, expressing our love of God by serving others.

2019 Catholic Schools Appeal  ($96,443)

Diocese of Worcester
Catholic Schools Office
49 Elm Street 
Worcester, MA 01609

School, Town/City Designated Distribution 

All Saints Academy, Webster $3,100
Assumption School, Millbury          $2,124
Holy Family Academy, Gardner     $3,865
Holy Name Jr./Sr. High, Worcester             $2,307
Our Lady of the Angels School, Worcester              $2,726
Our Lady of the Valley Regional School, Uxbridge  $3,117
St. Aloysius Catholic School, Gilbertville     $460
St. Anna Catholic School, Leominster         $3,281
St. Bernard’s Elementary School, Fitchburg         $2,007
St. Bernard’s Central Catholic High School, Fitchburg  $25
St. Bernadette School, Northborough $6,890
St. Joseph School, Webster            $3,224
St. Leo School, Leominster             $1,450
St. Mary School, Shrewsbury         $4,589
St. Mary’s Schools, Worcester      $2,514
St. Peter Central Catholic Elementary School, Worcester    $5,567
St. Peter-Marian Jr./Sr. High School, Worcester     $550
St. Stephen School, Worcester      $3,962
Trinity Catholic Academy, Southbridge       $6,173
Staff faith formation, curriculum and professional development      $33,434
Other: Cost of promotional material production and postage           $5,042


